
PATRIOTIC SPEECHES 

AN APPEAL FROM BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

When the delegates from the states reached a final draft of the Constitution for the United States, Benjamin 

Franklin urged them to sign it.  This speech was delivered on the day of that signing, September 17, 1787. 

I doubt whether any other convention we can obtain may be able to make a better Constitution: for when you 

assemble a number of men to have the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably assemble with those men all 

their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests, and their selfish views.  From such an 

assembly can a perfect production be expected?  It therefore astonishes me, Sir, to find this system approaching so 

near to perfection as it does; and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are waiting with confidence to hear that 

our councils are confounded, like those of the builders of Babel, and that our states are on the point of separation, 

only to meet hereafter for the purpose of cutting one another’s throats. 

Thus I consent, Sir, to this Constitution because I expect no better, and because I am not sure that it is not the best.  

The opinions I have had of its errors I sacrifice to the public good.  I have never whispered a syllable of them abroad.  

Within these walls they were born, and here they shall die.  If every one of us in returning to our constituents were 

to report the objections he has had to it, and use his influence to gain partisans in support of them, we might 

prevent it being generally received, and thereby lose all salutary effects and great advantages resulting naturally in 

our favor among foreign nations, as well as among ourselves, from our real or apparent unanimity. 

Much of the strength and efficiency of any government, in procuring and securing happiness to the people depends 

on opinion, on the general opinion of the goodness of that government as well as of the wisdom and integrity of its 

governors.  I hope, therefore, that for our own sakes, as a part of the people, and for the sake of our posterity, we 

shall act heartily and unanimously in recommending this Constitution, wherever our influence may extend,, and 

turn our future thoughts and endeavors to the means of having it well administered. 

On the whole, Sir, I cannot help expressing a wish that every member of the convention, who may still have 

objections to it, would with me on this occasion doubt a little of his own infallibility, and to make manifest our 

unanimity, put his name to this instrument. 

ROBERT E. LEE TO HIS SON 

You must study to be frank with the world.  Frankness is the child of honesty and courage.  Say just what you mean 

to do, on every occasion, and take it for granted that you mean to do right.  If a friend asks a favor, you should grant 

it, if it is reasonable; if not, tell him plainly why you cannot; you would wrong him and wrong yourself by 

equivocation of any kind. 

Never do a wrong thing to make a friend or keep one; the man who requires you to do so is dearly purchased at the 

sacrifice.  Deal kindly but firmly with all your classmates; you will find it the policy which wears best.  Above all, do 

not appear to others what you are not. 

If you have any fault to find with any one, tell him, not others, of what you complain; there is no more dangerous 

experiment than that of undertaking to be one thing before a man’s face and another behind his back.  We should 



2 | P a g e  
 

live, act, and say nothing to the injury of any one.  It is not only for the best as a matter of principle, but it is the 

path of peace and honor. 

In regard to duty, let me, in conclusion of this hasty letter, inform you that nearly a hundred years ago there was a 

day of remarkable gloom and darkness—still known as “the dark day” – a day when the light of the sun was slowly 

extinguished, as if by an eclipse. 

The Legislature of Connecticut was in session, and as its members saw the unexpected and unaccountable darkness 

coming on, they shared in general awe and terror.  It was supposed by many that the last day—the Day of 

Judgment—had come.  Someone, in the consternation of the hour, moved an adjournment. 

Then there arose an old Puritan legislator, Davenport, of Stamford, and said that, if the last day had come, he 

desired to be found at his place doing his duty, and therefore moved that candles be brought in, so that the House 

could proceed with its duty.  

There was quietness in that man’s mind, the quietness of heavenly wisdom and inflexible willingness to obey 

present duty.  Duty, then, is the sublimest word in our language.  Do your duty in all things like the old Puritan.  

You cannot do more; you should never wish to do less.  Never let your mother or me wear one gray hair for any lack 

of duty on your part. 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF BENJAMIN HARRISON, 23RD PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES (MAR.4, 1889) 

Let us exalt patriotism…Let those who would die for the flag on the field of battle give a better proof of their 

patriotism and a higher glory to their country by promoting fraternity and justice. 

No other people have a government more worthy of their respect and love or a land so magnificent in extent, so 

pleasant to look upon, and so full of generous suggestion to enterprise and labor.  God has placed upon our head a 

diadem and has laid at our feet power and wealth beyond definition or calculation.  But we must not forget that we 

take these gifts upon the condition that justice and mercy shall hold the reins of power and that the upward 

avenues of hope shall be free to all the people. 

I do not mistrust the future.  Dangers have been in frequent ambush along our path, but we have uncovered and 

vanquished them all.  Passion has swept some of our communities, but only to give us a new demonstration that the 

great body of our people are stable, patriotic, and law-abiding.  No political party can long pursue advantage at the 

expense of public honor or by rude and indecent methods without protest and fatal disaffection in its own body.  

The peaceful agencies of commerce are more fully revealing the necessary unity of all our communities, and the 

increasing intercourse of our people is promoting mutual respect.  We shall find unalloyed pleasure in the 

revelation which our next census will make of the swift development of the great resources of some of the States.  

Each State will bring its generous contribution to the great aggregate of the nation’s increase.  And when the 

harvests from the fields, the cattle from the hills, and the ores of the earth shall have been weighted, counted, and 

valued, we will turn from them all to crown with the highest honor the State that has most promoted education, 

virtue, justice, and patriotism among its people. 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF JOHN F. KENNEDY, 35TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES (1961) 

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our course.  Since this 

country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to give testimony to its national loyalty.  

The graves of young Americans who answered the call to service surround the globe. 

Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need—not as a call to battle, 

though embattled we are—but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, “rejoicing 

in hope, patient in tribulation”—a struggle against the common enemies of man:  tyranny, poverty, disease and war 

itself. 

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, north and south, east and west, that can assure a 

more fruitful life for all mankind?  Will you join in that historic effort? 

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour 

of maximum danger.  I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other 

generation.  The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who 

serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

And so, my fellow Americans:  ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for your country. 

My fellow citizens of the world:  ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom 

of man. 

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high standards of 

strength and sacrifice which we ask of you.  With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final 

judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here 

on earth God’s work must truly be our own.  
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SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 32ND PRESIDENT OF 

RHE UNITED STATES (JAN. 20, 1937) 

…It is not enough to clothe and feed the body of this Nation, and instruct and inform its mind.  For there is also the 

spirit.  And of the three, the greatest is the spirit. 

Without the body and the mind, as all men know, the Nation could not live. 

But if the spirit of America were killed, even though the Nation’s body and mind, constricted in an alien world, lived 

on, the America we know would have perished. 

That spirit—that faith—speaks to us in our daily lives in ways often unnoticed because they seem so obvious.  It 

speaks to us here in the Capital of the nation.  It speaks to us through the processes of governing in the 

sovereignties of 48 states.  It speaks to us in our countries, in our cities, in our towns, and in our villages.  It speaks 

to us from the other nations of the hemisphere, and from those across the seas—the enslaved, as well as the free.  

Sometimes we fail to hear or heed these voices of freedom because to us the privilege of our freedom is such an old, 

old story. 

The destiny of America was proclaimed in words of prophecy spoken by our first President in his first inaugural in 

1789—words almost directed, it would seem, to this year of 1941: “The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and 

the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered…deeply,…finally, staked on the experiment 

entrusted to the hands of the American people.”   

If we lose that sacred fire—it we let it be smothered with doubt and fear—then we shall reject the destiny which 

Washington strove so valiantly and so triumphantly to establish.  The preservation of the spirit and faith of the 

Nation does, and will, furnish the highest justification for every sacrifice that we may make in the cause of national 

defense. 

In the face of great perils never before encountered, our strong purpose is to protect and to perpetuate the integrity 

of democracy. 

For this we muster the spirit of America, and the faith of America. 

We do not retreat.  We are not content to stand still.  As Americans, we go forward, in the service of our country, by 

the will of God. 

 

THE WHISTLE 

(This story is told by Ben Franklin, regarding a lesson he learned as a boy.  It stuck with him and helped him in making 

decisions throughout his life.) 

When I was a child of seven years old, my friends, on a holiday, filled my pocket with coppers.  I went directly to a 

shop where they sold toys for children, and being charmed with the sound of a whistle, that I met by the way in the 

hands of another boy, I voluntarily offered and gave all the money for one, I then came home, and went whistling all 

over the house, much pleased with my whistle, but disturbing all my family. 
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My brothers and sisters, and cousins, understanding the bargain I had made, told me I had given four times as much 

for it as it was worth; put me in mind what good things I might have bought with the rest of the money; and 

laughed at me so much for my folly, that I cried with vexation and the reflection gave me more chagrin than the 

whistle gave me pleasure. 

This, however, was afterward of use to me, the impression continuing on my mind; so that often, when I was 

tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, I said to myself, “Don’t give so much for the whistle;” and I saved my 

money. 

As I grew up, came into the world, and observed the actions of men, I thought I met with many, very many, who 

gave too much for the whistle… 

If I knew a miser, who gave up every kind of comfortable living, all the pleasure of doing good to others, all the 

esteem of his fellow-citizens, and the joys of benevolent friendship, for the sake of accumulating wealth, “Poor 

man,” said I, “you pay too much for your whistle…” 

If I see one fond of appearance, or fine clothes, fine houses, fine furniture, fine equipages, all above his fortune, for 

which he contracts debts, and ends his career in a prison, “Alas!” say I, “he has paid dear, very dear, for his whistle.” 

When I see a beautiful, sweet-tempered girl married to an ill-natured brute of a husband, “What a pity, say I, that 

she should pay so much for a whistle!” 

In short, I conceive that great part of the miseries of mankind are brought upon them by the false estimates they 

have made of the value of things, and by giving too much for the whistles.   

 

MEN OF COLOR, TO ARMS! BY FREDERICK DOUGLAS 

(Frederick Douglass, born a slave, at age nineteen escaped to the north and became involved in the antislavery 

movement.  He became a great lecturer and an agent of the American Antislavery Society.  During the Civil War he, 

and other black leaders, urged black men to enlist as soldiers in the Union Army.  After the war, he assumed many 

political offices and advocated constitutional reform to grant equal citizenship rights regardless of race or color.) 

By every consideration which binds you to your enslaved fellow-countrymen, and the peace and welfare of your 

country; by every aspiration which you cherish for the freedom and equality of yourselves and your children; by all 

the ties of blood and identity which makes us one with the brave black men fighting our battles in Louisiana and in 

South Carolina, I urge you to fly to arms, and smite with death the power that would bury the government and your 

liberty in the same hopeless grave.  I wish I could tell you that the state of New York calls you to this high honor.  

For the moment her constituted authorities are silent on the subject.  They will speak by and by, and doubtless on 

the right side; but we are not compelled to wait for her.  We can get at the throat of treason and slavery through the 

state of Massachusetts.  She was first in the War of Independence; first to break the chains of her slaves; first to 

make the black man equal before the law; first to admit colored children to her common schools, and she was first 

to answer with her blood the alarm cry of the nation when its capital was menaced by rebels. 

Massachusetts now welcomes you to arms as soldiers.  She has but a small colored population from which to recruit.  

She has full leave of the general government to send one regiment to the war, and she has undertaken to do it.  Go 

quickly and help fill up the first colored regiment from the North.  I am authorized to assure you that you will 
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receive the same wages, the same rations, the same equipments, the same protection, the same treatment, and the 

same bounty secured to the white soldier.  You will be led by able and skillful officers, men who will take especial 

pride in your efficiency and success.  They will be quick to accord to you all the honor you shall merit by your valor, 

and see that your rights and feelings are respected by other soldiers.  I have assured myself on these points.  And 

can speak with authority.  More that twenty years of unswerving devotion to our common cause may give me some 

humble claim to be trusted at this momentous crisis.  I will not argue.  To do so implies hesitation and doubt, and 

you do but hesitate.  You do not doubt.  The day dawns; the morning star is bright upon the horizon!  The iron gate 

of our prison stands half open.  One gallant rush from the North will fling it wide open, while four millions of 

brothers and sisters shall march out into liberty.  The chance is now given you to end in a day the bondage of 

centuries, and to rise in one bound from social degradation to the plane of common equality with all other varieties 

of men. 

I HAVE A DREAM BY DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered this speech at the Lincoln Memorial, in Washington, D.C., on August 29, 1963.  

He was speaking to a huge crowd of people who had marched into Washington in support of civil rights legislation.) 

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.  It 

is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed:  “We hold these truths 

to be self-evident; that all men are created equal.” 

I Have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 

owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood; I have a dream--… 

That my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but 

by the content of their character; I have a dream today… 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, and rough 

places will be made plane and crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 

all flesh shall see it together.   

This is our hope.  This is the faith that I go back to the South with.  With this faith we will be able to hew out the 

mountain of despair a stone of hope.  With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation 

into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.  With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to 

struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

This will be the day…This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning, “My 

country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.  Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, 

from every mountainside, let freedom ring,” and if America is to be a great nation—this must become true. 

So let freedom ring—from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire, let freedom ring; from the mighty mountains 

of New York, let freedom ring—from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!  Let freedom ring from the 

snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!  Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California!  But not only that; let 

freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!  Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.  From 

every mountainside, let freedom ring, and when this happens… 
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When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every 

city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 

Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last! 

Thank God almighty, we are free at last!” 

GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH BY PATRICK HENRY 

(On March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry spoke to the House of Representatives, urging them to reject British authority over 

the American colonies.) 

If we wish to be free—if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long 

contending—if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and 

which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained, we 

must fight!  I repeat it, sir, we must fight!  An appeal to arms and to the God of Host is all that is left us! 

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary.  But when shall we be stronger?  

Will it be the next week, or the next year?  Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall 

be stationed in every house?  Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction?  Shall we acquire the means of 

effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies 

shall have bound us hand and foot?  Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of the means which the God of 

nature hath placed in our power. 

Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are 

invincible by and force which our enemy can send against us.  Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone.  

There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations; and who will raise up friends to fight our battles for 

us.  The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave.  Besides, sir, we have no 

election.  If we were base enough to dire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest.  There is no retreat, but in 

submission and slavery!  Our chains are forged!  Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston!  The war is 

inevitable—and let it come!  I repeat it, sir let it come! 

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter.  Gentlemen may cry peace, peace—but there is no peace.  The war is 

actually begun!  The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms!  Our 

brethren are already in the field!  Whey stand we here idle?  What is it that gentlemen wish?  What would they 

have?  Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?  Forbid it, Almighty 

God!  I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death! 

A GENERAL SAYS GOODBY BY GEN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR 

(Upon his retirement from the United States Army, General Douglas MacArthur addressed Congress on April 19, 1951, 

to express his point of view regarding the battle against communism in Korea, and rippling effects in Asia and Europe.) 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, and distinguished members of the Congress:  I stand on this rostrum with a sense of 

deep humility and pride—humility in the wake of those great architects of our history who have stood here before 

me, pride in the reflection that this home of legislative debate represents human liberty in the purest form yet 

devised. 

Here are centered the hopes and aspirations and faiths of the entire human race. 
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I do not stand here as advocate of any partisan cause, for the issues are fundamental and reach quite beyond the 

realm of partisan considerations.  They must be resolved on the highest plane of national interest if our course is to 

prove sound and our future protected. 

I trust, therefore, that you will do me the justice of receiving that which I have to say as solely expressing the 

considered viewpoint of a fellow American. 

I address you with neither rancor nor bitterness in the fading twilight of life, with but one purpose in mind:  To 

serve my country. 

The issues are global, and so interlocked that to consider the problems of one sector oblivious to those of another is 

to court disaster for the whole.  While Asia is commonly referred to as the gateway to Europe, it is no less true that 

Europe is the gateway to Asia, and the broad influence of the one can not fail to have its impact upon the other.  

There are those who claim our strength is inadequate to protect on both fronts, that we cannot divide our effort.  I 

think of no greater expression of defeatism. 

If a potential enemy can divide his strength on two fronts, it is for us to counter his effort.  The communist threat is 

a global one.  Its successful advance in one sector threatens the destruction of every other sector.  You can not 

appease or otherwise surrender to communism in Asia without simultaneously undermining our efforts to halt its 

advance in Europe… 

I have just left your fighting sons in Korea.  They have done their best there, and I can report to you without 

reservations that they are splendid in every way. 

It was my constant effort to preserve them and end this savage conflict honorably and with the least loss of time and 

minimum sacrifice of life.  Its growing bloodshed has caused me the deepest anguish and anxiety.  Those gallant 

men will remain often in my thoughts and in my prayers always. 

I am closing my 52 years of military service…And, like the old soldier of that ballad; I now close my military career 

and just fade away, an old soldier who tried to do his duty as God gave him the light to see that duty.  Good-by. 

FROM COMMUNISM TO FREEDOM 

(The president of Czechoslovakia’s first speech to a free people) 

On December 22, 1989, Vaclav Havel was elected as the first non-communist head of state in Czechoslovakia, since 

1948.  In less than four months he went from prison to the presidency, following the Eastern European countries’ 

freedom from communistic control.  He was a patriot, a freedom fighter, respected by his own people and free 

people throughout the world. 

We are a small country, but nonetheless we were once the spiritual crossroads of Europe.  Is there any reason why 

we should not be so again?  Would this not be another contribution through which we could pay others back for the 

help we will need from them? 

We are going into free elections, and an election battle.  Let us not allow that battle to sully the still clean face of 

our gentle revolution.  The issue now is that the elections are won by those who are best in the moral, civic, 

political, and specialist sense.  The future policy and the prestige of our state will depend on what kind of 

personalities we select and subsequently elect to our representative bodies. 
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Dear fellow citizens, by your will three days ago I became president of this republic.  You rightly expect me to 

mention the tasks which I see as your president lie ahead of us. 

The first is to make use of all my powers and my influence to ensure that we all come soon and with dignity to the 

ballot box in free elections and that this journey of ours to this historic milestone is a decent, peaceful one… 

My honorable task is to strengthen the authority of our country in the world.  I would like other states to respect us 

for our show of understanding, tolerance, and love of peace. 

I would like to conclude by saying that I want to be a president of action rather than words, a president who not 

only looks out of the windows of his airplane carefully, but one, above all, who is consistently present among his 

fellow citizens and listens to them carefully. 

Perhaps you are asking what kind of republic I have in mind.  My reply is this:  a republic which is independent, 

free, and democratic, with a prospering economy and also socially just—in short a republic of the people which 

serves the people, and is therefore entitled to hope that the people will serve it too.  I have in mind a republic of 

people with a well-rounded education, because without such people note of our problems can be tackled. 

One of my most distinguished predecessors began his first speech by quoting Comenius.  Allow me to end my first 

speech with my own paraphrase of the same statement:  people, your government has returned to you! 

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 34TH PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES (JAN. 29, 1953) 

(Dwight Eisenhower began his Inaugural Address by asking people to bow their heads while he led them in prayer.  At 

the conclusion of this prayer, he delivered his speech.) 

We are summoned by this honored and historic ceremony to witness more than the act of one citizen swearing his 

oath of service, in the presence of God.  We are called as a people to give testimony in the sight of the world to our 

faith that the future belong to the free. 

In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping to know the full sense and meaning of these times in 

which we live.  In our quest of understanding, we beseech God’s guidance.  We summon all our knowledge of the 

past and we scan all signs of the future.  We bring all our wit and all our will to meet the question: 

How far have we come in man’s long pilgrimage from darkness toward light?  Are we nearing the light—a day of 

freedom and of peace for all mankind?  Or are the shadows of another night closing in upon us?… 

At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew our faith.  This faith is the abiding creed of our 

fathers.  It is our faith in the deathless dignity of man, governed by eternal moral and natural laws. 

This faith defines our full view of life.  It establishes, beyond debate, those gifts of the Creator that are man’s 

inalienable rights, and that make all men equal in His sight. 

This faith rules our whole way of life.  It decrees that we, the people, elect leaders not to rule but to serve.  It asserts 

that we have the right to choice of our own work and to the reward of our own toil.  It inspires the initiative that 

makes our productivity the wonder of the world.  And it warns that any man who seeks to deny equality among all 

his brothers betrays the spirit of the free and invites the mockery of the tyrant.   
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The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of all the world. 

So we are persuaded by necessity and by belief that the strength of all free peoples lies in unity; their danger, in 

discord.  To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our time, destiny had laid upon our country the 

responsibility of the free world’s leadership…So it is proper that we assure our friends once again that, in the 

distance of this responsibility, we Americans know and we observe the difference between world leadership and 

imperialism… 

We wish our friends the world over to know this above all:  we face the threat—not with dread and confusion—but 

with confidence and conviction. 

We feel this moral strength because we know that we are not helpless prisoners of history.  We are free men.  We 

shall remain free, never to be proven guilty of the one capital offense against freedom, a lack of staunch faith. 

 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

(Fifty-five men, representing the thirteen original colonies of the United States, signed the Declaration of Independence 

on July 4, 1776, declaring their independence from Great Britain.  The document was penned by John Hancock.) 

PREAMBLE: 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 

have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to 

which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 

that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident:  That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these 

rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that 

whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to 

abolish it and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in 

such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.  Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 

governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience 

hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.  But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their 

duty, to throw off such government and to provide new guards for their future security.  Such has been the patient 

sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of 

government… 

CONCLUSION: 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to the 

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good 

people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, 

FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all 
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political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that as 

free and independent States they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish 

commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do.  And for the support of 

this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 

lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 

 


